Share Our Spare Launches Baby & Beyond Advocacy Series with Convening on
Postpartum Health and Breastfeeding

More than 65 clinicians, state and city officials, community partners, and funders gathered
at the Sharehouse on August 19 for the first in a new policy series from Chicago's largest
diaper bank.

CHICAGO - On August 19, 2026, Share Our Spare launched its Baby & Beyond Series

with Navigating Postpartum Health & Breastfeeding, a hybrid convening at the
organization's Sharehouse on North Milwaukee Avenue. More than 65 people participated
in person and online, including clinicians, lactation counselors, doulas, home visitors,
state and city officials, community-based partners, and funders.

"Diaper insecurity is never just about diapers, it's a symptom," said S. Mayumi "Umi"
Grigsby, Executive Director of Share Our Spare. "Baby & Beyond exists to have the
conversations that don't fit on a diaper table, about policy, about access, about what
actually changes outcomes for mothers in this city."

The convening marks a deliberate expansion of Share Our Spare's role. In its fifteenth year,
the organization that distributed more than 2.25 million diapers and 302,000 essential
supplies to 35,784 children in 2025 is moving from distribution to distribution plus voice.

Jenny LeFlore, founder of Mama Fresh Chicago, facilitated a panel featuring Ayesha Jaco,

Executive Director of West Side United; Dr. Inger Burnett-Zeigler, Chief Behavioral Health

Officer for the State of Illinois and author of Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen; Salimah
N. Turner, LCSW, CLC; and Michelle Alero Adeniyi, Director of Maternal and Child Health,
Collective Impact, at March of Dimes. Jess Roe of The Windy City Mama hosted the virtual
audience.

Discussion centered on the relationship between material hardship and maternal mental
health, where Illinois coverage exists on paper but fails to translate into care, and what
organizations serving mothers should be doing ahead of anticipated federal and state
funding changes. Every participant left with an advocacy resource; in-person guests also
received postpartum care supplies and diapers.

The series is supported by an advocacy grant from the Chicago Foundation for Women and
was timed to National Breastfeeding Month. Additional Baby & Beyond convenings are
planned.

About Share Our Spare: Share Our Spare operates Chicago's largest diaper bank and
serves as the city's Dolly Parton's Imagination Library affiliate across 23 West and South
Side zip codes, working through a network of more than 200 community-based partners.
The organization marks its 15th anniversary in 2026.
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