
 

Statement 

Share Our Spare joins families across Chicago, and around the world, in mourning 

the loss of Dolly Parton. 

As Chicago's affiliate for Dolly Parton's Imagination Library, we've seen firsthand 

what her vision built and how many children have benefited from the radical idea 

that every child, regardless of zip code or income, deserves a book of their own.   

More than 332 million since 1995 across five countries, with over 3.5 million gifted 

each month as of June 2026. Locally, across  23 West and South Side communities 

in Chicago, it has meant thousands of kids growing up as readers before they ever 

set foot in a classroom. 

Our impact in Chicago:   

●​ Nearly 10,000 children are actively enrolled in Chicago DPIL across 23 zip codes 

across the South and West side. 

●​ Over 5,000 new children registered in 2026 alone. 

 

Dolly started the Imagination Library because her own father never learned to read. 

She turned that grief into one of the most enduring literacy movements in 

American history. 



 

Her family has confirmed the Imagination Library will continue, and so will our work 

- Help us honor her legacy at https://shareourspare.org. Every book we mail will 

carry a deeper gratitude for the woman who made it possible. 

Rest well, Dolly. You once said, the seeds of these dreams are often found in books 

and the seeds you help plant in your community can grow across the world. 

Chicago's kids will keep reading in your name. 

 

https://shareourspare.org/freebooks/

